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And, while his hand is in her placket.
The filial virtue picks his pocket.
Lloyd exhibits a less odious but equally droll aspect,
when he describes the 'citY philanderings with Taste.
The Mrs. Thriftys of London are bitten with the modes
which eighteenth-century aesthetic had by this time
diversified (1757); and their country boxes are to be
laid out in the Gothic or Chinese gusto. A four-foot
ditch has a wooden arch flung across it, with 'angles,
curves, and zigzag lines', the value of which Hogarth
and others were discussing.
For those with classic leanings there are to be squabby
Cupids, Venus, and the clumsy Graces. Mrs. Thrifty
thus wins a reputation as connoisseur from the common-
council men who flock thither by dozens eto stare about
them, and to eat'. Churchill (Night) exposes a third
aspect, the political cit talking nonsense about Pitt and
Europe, now fatuously optimistic, now panic-stricken
with the suspicion of a plot:
Fearfully wise, he shakes his empty head
And deals out empires as he deals out thread.
The ignoramuses of Dodsley's Modern Reasoning talk
even sadder balderdash.
While city life is under review, it is worth mentioning
that the sanitation of the age, such as it was, is not for-
gotten by our satirists. Pope knew Cloacina's black
grotto near the Temple wall and
. . . where Fleet-ditch with disemboguing streams
Flings the large tribute of dead dogs to Thames
(Dunciad> II)